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Brief on the Seminar

The Municipal Development Programme for Eastern and Southern Africa (MDP-ESA), in partnership with the Resource Centre on Urban Agriculture and Forestry (RUAF), Netherlands, commissioned a regional needs assessment study on urban agriculture. 

The study, being conducted in five countries, namely Botswana, Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe, seeks to highlight regional information, communication and training needs, as well as to strengthen relations between local and regional actors in the development and mainstreaming of urban agriculture.

In light of the changing socio-economic environment, the significance of urban agriculture is now increasingly being recognised in both the local and international development arena. Urban agriculture has tremendous potential to improve the livelihoods of the urban poor, and to make an important contribution to household food security. However, existing experiences in the practice and development of urban agriculture are scattered. For these experiences to be scaled-up, the role that information, training and communication will play is crucial. In the future, information, communication and training needs have to be addressed in order to realise the full potential of urban agriculture. To date the urban agriculture sector, and in particular training, have generally been neglected. Educational and extension services remain a critical gap.  

Urban agriculture requires a knowledge intensive approach, generally due to the dynamic nature of cities. Changes in available space, resources and assets are often rapid. Economic changes result in considerable variation in the numbers of the unemployed, under-employed or underpaid people who need to supplement their food sources or incomes through urban agriculture. This challenge calls for new and improved knowledge drawn from a wide spectrum of disciplines to enable urban farmers to successfully and safely practise urban agriculture under dynamic urban farming systems. The workshop will bring together participants drawn from relevant central government ministries and departments ( Ministry of Local Government, Lands and Agriculture, Agritex etc), local authorities (Urban Councils Association of Zimbabwe, Department of Town Planning), urban farmers (from Highfields, Budiriro and Chitungwiza), NGOs and other service providers. 

Precisely, the purpose of the seminar is to:

· Present preliminary research findings on urban agriculture, information, communication and training needs assessment study

· Identify other gaps in information, communication and training necessary for the sustainable development of urban agriculture.

· Update knowledge on the current status of the practice of urban agriculture in Zimbabwe.

· Facilitate networking and dialogue between stakeholders

The preliminary report of the research will be circulated before the workshop to those who confirm their attendance.

