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THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF URBAN
Research Project on Access to Land for Urban Agriculture by The Urban Poor 

(a) Introduction

Food is one of the basic human needs that urban settlements should have. The role of (peri) urban agriculture in food supply to cities is becoming an important issue. It is estimated that the number of people obtaining part of their food from (peri) urban agriculture in six Eastern and Southern African countries will increase from 25 million to 40 million by the year 2020. It is also estimated that globally (peri) urban agriculture contributes 15% of all the food consumed in urban areas.

Generally, poor families spend 60% or more of their income on food, whilst city dwellers pay 10-13% more of their income on food compared to rural inhabitants. Affordable food is increasingly becoming a rare commodity in the urban areas of the region due to a number of factors, which include:

· Lack of access to land and other resources;

· The lack of an enabling framework for incorporating (peri) urban agriculture into urban development plans;

· Lack of information on technologies to improve production.

This current research project seeks to facilitate understanding of the means by which the urban poor gain access to land resources for (peri) urban agriculture as a means of reducing their poverty.
(b) Background to Project
This project is a result of a successful grant application to the IDRC under the 'Cities Feeding People’ Programme in February 2002.

(c) General Objective

The general objective of the project is to contribute to a better understanding of how the urban poor access land for  (peri) urban agriculture. It also seeks to identify and recommend public policy interventions needed to improve access to land for (peri) urban agriculture by the urban resource poor.  

(d) Specific Objectives of Project

1. To document and analyze formal and informal practices, strategies and means used by socially differentiated women and men to access land for (peri) urban agriculture;

2. To identify and analyze issues of public policy and legislation that constrain or enhance the practice of (peri) urban agriculture, particularly by the urban resource-poor;

3. To document and analyze strategies and procedures used to prevent, manage, and resolve conflicts and foster collaboration over access to land for (peri) urban agriculture by the urban resource poor;

4. To integrate/link the research on objectives 1,2, and 3 with a) specific public policy interventions to improve access by the urban poor to land for (peri) urban agriculture in specific countries and b) other factors that may affect access to land for (peri) urban agriculture by the urban resource-poor;

5. To contribute to filling gaps on gender aspects of and to the state of the art and knowledge on access to land (peri) agriculture 

6. To self-monitor and document in-progress and final technical reports those aspects or impacts (positive or negative, planned or not) which can be attributed, partially or in whole to this project.  

(e) Methodology 

A case study approach will be used. The methodology is participatory and the beneficiaries will take part in the research process. Qualitative and quantitative information will be gathered through desk studies, analysis of reports, policy documents, and legislation, key informants, focus group discussions, local and national consultative seminars and regional comparative and policy workshops. 

(f) Participating   Municipalities

Three case study municipalities identified for the research project are:

· Harare City Council (Zimbabwe);

· Kampala City Council (Uganda) and

· Kinondoni Municipality - Dar es Salaam (Tanzania).

(g) City Research Teams

The research project has inter-disciplinary research teams. Each team has town planner, land economist, legal expert, agriculturalist, and a gender specialist. The participating research institutes are:

1. University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe

2. Makerere Institute of Social Research, Uganda

3. University of Dar es Salaam and Sokoine University of Agriculture, Tanzania.

(h) Expected Outputs
The main result from the project will be:

1. The policy briefs that are meant to influence policy on the ground with respect to how the urban poor can access land for (peri) urban agriculture. 

2. Shared experiences on urban and peri urban agriculture from the 3 case studies. This is going to be the key result area from the workshops.

3. Book and other publications which will be of great benefit to decision-makers, the urban resource poor and local authorities
(i) Beneficiaries

1. The urban resource poor in participating countries and the region will benefit from implementation of the recommendations of the research enabling them to access land for urban agriculture;

2. Urban local authorities will be able to make informed decisions in relation to (peri) urban agriculture based information and;

3. The principle users of the information are the city planners, Programme managers.

